
ited degrees given in 2006-
2007. This is especially im-
pressive because no Ivy 
League school graduated 
more ACS accredited degrees 
than Truman. I brought this 
to your attention because I 
feel that the brotherhood 
that Gamma Theta provides 
enhances Truman chemistry 
major’s chances for success 
throughout college. Con-
gratulations brothers on be-
ing a part of our monumental 
chapter!

Yours in the Double Bond,
Elizabeth Koballa, MA

Brothers,

    Another semester is plow-
ing through and the chapter 
is facing the challenges of 
the impending budget crisis 
head on. The faculty re-
quested that a representa-
tive from Alpha Chi Sigma be 
present at the departmental 
discussion on how we can 
increase our efficiency. Free 
Alpha Chi Sigma tutoring will 
be continued and is very 
busy especially during the 
middle and late semester. If 
you would like to contact the 
executive board with ideas, 

questions, or concerns, 
please feel free to email me 
at ekoballa@truman.edu.

Recently a delegation of 10 
Gamma Theta brothers at-
tended the Central District 
conclave. Thanks to some 
serious Rock Band skills we 
placed 2nd in the competition 
after sharing the wonderful 
world of tie-dye with the other 
chapters.

    Though this is not official 
chapter business, I wanted to 
note that Truman’s chemistry 
department tied in 15th for 
the number of ACS accred-

From the Master Alchemist

From the Vice Master Alchemist

Dear Brothers:

    I hope this finds you all 
well. This semester was a 
blast and we welcomed 21 
new initiates into our frater-
nity. They were some of the 
most excited pledges I had 
ever seen. They were pre-
pared for each meeting and 
really got into the tradition of 
“Build an Alchemical Symbol 
with Your Bodies.” I hope 
that these pictures make 
their way to the website and 
Facebook so that you can all 
enjoy them. It was quite en-
joyable.

    Rush week was also quite 
crazy. Due to unfortunate 
scheduling for the entire se-
mester, Rush week was the 
last week in January, and it 
came quickly. I was lucky to 
have planned most of it 

ahead of time, but as always, 
entropy dominates. The 
schedule of events was as 
follows:

   Tuesday Info & Demo Night

   Wednesday Ice Cream So-
cial and Video Game Night

   Friday  Baby Ronza Night

    For the most part, every-
thing went very smoothly. Our 
Brother, Karen O’Connell, 
and her housemates were 
kind enough to host Baby 
Ronza Night and ended up 
with some leftovers for their 
trouble. The pledges showed 
their eagerness to join our 
fraternity, with most of them 
making it to every rush activ-
ity.

    As is the usual for a spring 
semester, most of the new 

members were freshman 
chemistry majors. The new 
initiates are listed to the 
right.

    Overall, I was lucky enough 
to lead a fantastic group of 
pledges this semester. They 
cooked up some delectable 
soup and sandwiches for us, 
and they worked incredibly 
hard in preparation for join-
ing us in Alpha Chi Sigma. I 
personally could not be any 
more proud of them, and it 
was an honor to guide them 
as VMA. This experience was 
more work and more fun 
than I could have imagined, 
and I loved every minute. I 
thank you all for your sup-
port, and I assure you that 
our new members are really 
worth being proud of.

C=C,
Drew VanBoening, VMA

Upcoming 
Events:
�x STUDENT RESEARCH

CONFERENCE: APRIL 7, 
2009

�x PROFESSIONAL INDUC-

TION CEREMONY: APRIL

26, 2009

�x GRADUATION: MAY 9, 
2009

�x ALUMNI PICNIC: JULY 11, 
2009
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Spring 
2009

Pledges:
�x Amanda Krus 

�x Michael Jones

�x Hannah Philiph

�x Mark Krupp

�x Dan Stucky

�x Angela Scaturro

�x Amanda Moradi

�x Michael Sebek

�x Vincent Kurth

�x Alison Kleiner

�x Chris Wilson

�x Julie Alderson

�x Blake Mueller

�x Rachel Witts

�x Michael Jeffries

�x John Gloss

�x Alex Halama

�x Jacob McLaughlin

�x Jenny Zweifel

�x Allie Roth

�x Emery Brown



Hey Folks! Spring is com-
ing, and of course Spring 
Break! Hooray! ;-)

    The National AXE organi-
zation is continuing to try 
to expand the number of 
chapters doing chemistry 
outreach and Tie Dye has 
become a centerpiece of 
that effort. At our own Cen-
tral District Conclave on 
February 21, I gave my 
presentation about the 
chemistry of the fiber reac-
tive dyes that we use, the 
outreach opportunities of 
the activity, and the funds 
that can be raised with 
it. We did not actually dye 
anything (bummer), but we 
got on the agenda pretty 
late for planning that out 
well. Anyway, we did pre-
sent each chapter with a 
large tote that contains all 
of the supplies needed to 
tie dye about 100 
shirts. The tote included 
the Grateful Dyes Alpha Chi 
Sigma kit (with dyes, ancil-
lary chemicals, and squirt 
bottles), plastic to cover 
tables, disposable gloves, 
measuring and mixing cups 
and spoons, etc. Since 
most of these chapters 
have either already done 
some tie dye or know peo-
ple who can help them get 
it going, I am hopeful that 
they will try it to see if it 
works for them. If you are 
interested in doing this for 
any group in your area, the 
Grateful dyes kit can be 
ordered from Steve (the 
Grateful Dyes “dude”) at 1-
800-697-1566; also, the 

collection of my papers, 
handouts, and PowerPoint 
is available to AXE brothers 
at our national website. Of 
course, I would be happy to 
answer any questions and/
or be a sounding board for 
your tie dye project, and I 
would sincerely love to 
hear from you if you do try 
it!

    The other fabulous news 
it that Gamma Theta won 
the AXE national competi-
tion for best National 
Chemistry Week of all 
chapters! Kristy Carey 
should be commended for 
documenting our activities; 
she obviously did a great 
job! The other two people 
who did a fabulous job are 
Erin Futrell (who super-
vised the tie dye event at 
Ray Miller Elementary with 
about 200 4th graders) and 
Kim Ingersoll (who spear-
headed chemistry demon-
strations and activities on 
the quad and at Wal-Mart, 
among other things). I am 
extremely proud of our 
chapter for the work that 
they do to promote chemis-
try, especially to kids. Our 
chapter is SO awesome!

    The first sad news that I 
have to report is that the 
general malaise of the 
economy has negatively 
impacted our scholarship 
account. We have lost a 
good bit of capital from the 
downturn in the stock mar-
ket and will not be able to 
offer the scholarship this 
year. Hopefully, things will 
turn around soon, but in 

the meantime, you can still 
donate to our cause via the 
internet or mail. Check out 
the options at the Truman 
Foundation website: http://
giving.truman.edu/
HowToMakeGift.asp and if 
you want your gift to go to 
the Alpha Chi Sigma Ac-
count, be sure to tell them 
so.

   In other news from the 
department: Vic Hoffman 
had heart surgery at the end 
of December, but is doing 
well. He is a pretty feisty 
guy, and is healing well and 
according to schedule. He 
is still retiring at the end of 
the semester and we will 
definitely miss his contribu-
tions to the depart-
ment. Again, because of the 
economy, Truman is not 
planning to immediately fill 
his empty faculty slot. The 
reductions in state funding 
are expected to be less than 
originally thought, but the 
times are still pretty 
bleak. On the other hand, 
now that we are forced to 
think outside of the box, 
who knows what we will 
come up with to improve our 
program?

    OK! I think that is all my 
news, and I better get back 
to grading anyway! Let us 
hear from you when have a 
chance; you know we al-
ways love to hear your 
news. Enjoy the upcoming 
spring weather, and keep 
Truman and Gamma Theta 
in your hearts!

;-) and C=C, aem

From the Advisor
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From the Master of Ceremonies
role of VMA was played by our Master 
of Catalysis until the VMA arrived. The 
night was characterized by this type 
of activity; brothers lending a helping 
hand to other brothers, pledges, and 
alumni when asked.
    Throughout the evening the Master 
of Ceremonies was approached four 
times by the Department of Public 
Safety inquiring about our activities. 
The Master of Ceremonies and Dr. 
Moody were well prepared with the 
proper documentation showing con-
sent to use Magruder Hall and were 
able to successfully diffuse the DPS 
situation. Throughout these interrup-

tions, alumnus Sarah Pickett played 
the role of Chapter Advisor and 
helped keep the ceremony on track 
and running smoothly. Though the 
initiation ceremony was orchestrated 
by the Master of Ceremonies, many 
thanks must be extended to all of the 
faculty, active brothers, alumni, and 
pledges who were instrumental in the 
execution of the evening which 
proved to be a success. 

C=C
Sarah Lindahl
Master of Ceremonies, Spring 2009

    The Gamma Theta Chapter of the 
Alpha Chi Sigma Fraternity inducted 
21 pledges on Saturday, March 28, 
2009. The induction ceremony was 
highly attended by active brothers 
and alumni Oliver Penrose, Sarah 
Pickett, and Lisa Miller returned to 
participate in the ceremony and were 
instrumental contributors throughout 
the evening. All active brothers were 
well prepared to play their roles which 
helped the evening run smoothly. The 
Vice Master Alchemist was absent for 
the first hour of the initiation cere-
mony due to a prior commitment to 
another campus organization so the 

    Alpha Chi Sigma’s Central 
District Conclave was held 
on February 21st in Colum-
bia, MO.  Our Central District 
Counselor, Jonathan Wenzel, 
and other professional rep-
resentatives led discussions 
on professional involvement, 
leadership development and 
community outreach.
    Our own Dr. Anne Moody 
gave a presentation on the 
new national tie-dye initia-

tive and the chemistry of tie-
dye.  Every chapter in the 
district was given a complete 
kit for them to perform their 
own tie-dye outreach events.
    The competitive event for 
this conclave was a rousing 
game of Rock Band, which 
the Gamma Theta chapter 
performed well at.  In the 
end, the Beta Rho chapter 
played admirably and took 
town Glenn the Gargoyle, our 

district’s traveling trophy.  
Better luck next year 
Gamma Theta!
    I’ve included a few pic-
tures from the festivities on 
the back page of this news-
letter if you’re interested.

C=C,
Matt Wright
Alumni Secretary

Central District Conclave

Upcoming Alumni Events

put up someplace in Kirks-
ville, if you want to spend 
the entire weekend with your 
brothers.  Several graduat-
ing seniors are expected to 
go through the ceremony, so 
come be part of it!

  Alumni Picnic
    The annual alumni picnic 
will be held on July 11th, 

2009 at Thousand Hills 
State Park outside of Kirks-
ville beginning at noon.  
Bring just yourself or your 
whole family and have some 
fun and sun with your chem-
istry brothers!

C=C,
Matt Wright
Alumni Secretary

  Professional Induction 
Ceremony
    Gamma Theta chapter will 
be hosting a Professional 
Induction Ceremony on April 
26th, 2008.  If you are will-
ing to help out with the cere-
mony, please contact Caitlin 
Schupp 
(crs165@truman.edu) be-
fore then.  Volunteers can be 

Spring 2009ALPHA CHI SIGMA, TRUMANSTATEUNIVERSITY

Professional 
Representative

Congratulations to 
our own Sarah 
Pickett, who was 
recently elected to a 
two year term (ending 
December 2010) as a 
Professional 
Representative!  She 
has assumed the role 
of Leadership 
Development Director 
and will be revitalizing 
the leadership 
materials for the 
national 
headquarters.

National 
Chemistry 
Week Winner

The Gamma Theta 
chapter won $200 to 
use to further the 
second object in a 
National Chemistry 
Week contest put on 
by the national 
headquarters.
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